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money ? Simply in order to begin a battle against those of
your own flesh and blood. Then you come to reproach
us because we try to protect the population from
violence ; that is a degree of gross, mad hypocrisy, such
as one could hardly have imagined possible/'*

Why was the connection of the Left Wing Socialists
with Russia so extraordinarily distasteful to the bulk
of the nation ? The rest of this chapter will be an
attempt to answer that question*

In order to do so I must first of all make clear the
grouping of that Left Wing itself. There were in
Germany in the course of the war three parties of
Socialists, the Majority Socialists, the Independent
Socialists, and lastly the Spartacists, later called
Communists. The Majority not only believed in the
theory of national defence, but also considered that
the war had been an example of national defence;
the Independents believed in the theory of national
defence, but did not consider that the war had been
fought for the sake of such defence; the Spartacists
did not even believe in the theory of national defence.

Up till the end of the war the influence known
as Spartacus was negligible; it was not the Spartacists,
or their Russian friends, who broke up Germany;
Germany broke up through much more tremendous
causes than that. But when Germany had broken up,
then, indeed, the Spartacists became of immediate
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